[Role of radiotherapy in cancers of the stomach].
The rational bases for using radiotherapy in gastric cancer are strong since most of the patients will finally die from locoregional recurrence and/or distant metastases. The review of the randomized studies investigating that question failed to demonstrate a benefit from using radiotherapy. Inappropriate methodology could explain the lack of results: the number of patients in the series is too small, the treatment modalities are not standardized, the patients populations are inhomogeneous. Well conceived clinical trials are still required in order to answer that question.